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BOWLING

Profile
• 90 million individuals
age 35 and younger
• Have never known rite
without video games
• Spend more time
playing games
than watching
rented movies

GREEN

STATE

UNIVERSITY

Reaching the "gamer generation"
If faculty members find they
are having trouble reaching
their students, they might
consider incorporating some
video games into their syllabi,
suggests author, researcher
and educator John Beck.
In a conversation with
Monitor Monthly before his
Jan. 24 President's Lecture
Series talk, Beck, co-author
of Got Game: How the Gaming

Values

Industry Is Changing Business
Forever, discussed the
applicability of his findings on
the ·gamer generation· to
the educational setting.
He related his experience
with the last Master of
Business Administration
dass he taught, which he
based entirely on video
war games. He had his
students alternately take
on the roles of the customer, the producer and
the business rivals. •rt was
very similar to the games
used by the Pentagon· to
improve strategizing skills,
he said.
While the students, who
had to make three or four
major presentations during
the course, found the pace
exhausting and complained
at various points that ·they
had used up their best ideas
already,· he said, •they
just kept getting better and
better at it.
·rt was a total experiment. but at the end.

Engagement
• Committed team
players

• Loyal
• Internally motivated
• Multi-taskers

Achievement
• Leadership skills
• Personal performance
• Expect high rewards for
value they create
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45 out of 60 students in the class
said in their evaluations it was the
best experience of their lives,·
Beck reported.
In another experiment, this time
on himself, he had programmers
specially create an electronic
game whose content consisted of
information he needed
to memorize. He found that
by playing the simple game,
he was better able to commit
the information to memory
than he had been through
traditional studying.
This could be because of the
interactive. immersive experience
that is gaming, he said. Citing
a 1989 experiment in cognitive
science that revealed that people
retain about 10 percent of what
they read and 30 percent of what
they listen to but 70.8 percent
of what they collaborate on or
actually do. Beck said it makes
sense that video games could help
players absorb content.
While Beck was quick to
emphasize that he believes
that lectures and readings are
entirely appropriate at times,
·rm beginning to believe games
should be the basis of many
dasses, • he said.
Beck, who with co-author
Mitchell Wade surveyed more
than 2,500 people's attitudes
toward business. found that a
significant generation gap exists
between those who grew up
playing video games frequently
(typically people under 35) and
those who did not. Those who
continued on badt page
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Short-tenn study abroad

A taste of
the world
outside the
classroom

mid growing
concern that Americans need
a greater understanding of
the world in order to deal with
globalization and national
security challenges. Congress
has declared 2006 ·The Year
of Study Abroad.· For many of
today's students. study abroad
has a new twist. While we once
thought in terms of spending a
semester or an entire academic
year in another country. now
there are many more options.
including opportunities for
non-language majors.
In March. a number of
BGSU students will spend their
weeklong break in Salzburg.
Austria. or Veracruz. Mexico. This
summer more will be traveling
to Spain. France. Italy, Japan,
Russia, Austria, Burkina Faso.
China. Vietnam and Benin for
three to eight weeks. some in
groups accompanied by faculty.
Next year, the University plans to
add weeklong immersion trips
to Quebec and China as part of
other courses.
All these students and classes
are part of a national trend
toward short-term study-abroad
opportunities (defined as anything

Left to right Cindy Whipple. graduate student Nora Solomon and Dr. Kristie Foell

BGSU students participating in the AVA Summer in Spain program take a
break to enjoy the seascape in Santander. Spain.

less than a full semester). says
Dr. Kristie Foell, director of the
International Studies Program and
a faculty member in German.
·The short-term study abroad
serves different functions for
different people,· Foell said. ·For
some. it is the only experience
abroad they will have. while for
others it is the first of many.
And for still others. it is used to
balance out a longer study-abroad
experience by taking them to
a different part of the world,
however briefly."
·Generally, about half of
all U.S. students now studying
abroad do so on programs shorter
than an academic semester,·
said Denise Valentine. adviser
liaison for llEPassport Study
Abroad Directories.
There are definite advantages
to studying abroad beyond the
cultural experience. proponents
say. ·Every (BGSU) student in
arts and sciences. for example.
must take two years of a foreign
language.· Foell pointed out.
·In a three-week program they
can get credit for 101, and if
they take classes all day, they
can satisfy both the 101 and 102
requirements. Plus they will learn
so much more by being immersed
in the culture-it's really superior
in every way.·
Students often use the shortterm programs to complete their
minor requirements. according to
Nicole Myers, interim director of
study abroad in Continuing and
Extended Education. ·They can
get a full semester's credit in a
shorter time.· she said.
Not everyone is convinced of
the value of the brief experiences.

however. ·A common objection
is that the shorter stays are more
superficial. but I feel they are
certainly better than no studyabroad experience. and they can
be a gateway to a longer stay.·
Foell said. ·They allow the student
to get to know the setting and
decide whether they would like to
go for a semester or a year.·
This has been borne out in
a number of cases. said Cindy
Whipple. director of romance
languages study abroad. ·For
example. two of our students
who participated in our alternative
spring break in Xalapa. Mexico. in
2005 then went on to Spain for
eight-week sessions," she noted.
"It's a hot topic in higher
education today.· Myers said.
·There's a debate about whether
students get a deep enough
understanding of another country
in short stays. Academics and
professionals generally agree that
the longer you stay, the more you
learn and. more importantly. the
more you're transformed. But
there are so many more opportunities for short-term study abroad.
and universities are using these to
diversify their options.
"The short-term programs have
attracted the most students.· she
said, adding that many universities
now offer three-week programs
over winter break.
A number of ·real-life" factors
contribute to the decision to
choose short stays, she explained.
including financial considerations
or commitments to sports teams.
Also. many academic programs.
such as nursing. have fairly rigid
schedules. in which certain classes
must be taken at certain times.

·For nontraditional students,
it's often easier to leave their kids
for three weeks in the summer
than for an entire semester, just
as it might be easier to leave your
job for just a few weeks,· said
Myers. ·Faculty are also more
able to take students on shortterm programs during the summer
as well."
Study abroad. even in the
short-term. complements BGSU's
philosophy of teaching language.
·we believe the best way to learn
a language is through culture.·
said Dr. Federico Chalupa, chair of
romance languages.
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"Generally, about half of all U.S. students now
studying abroad do so on programs shorter
than an academic semester."
Denise Valentine, adviser liaison,
UEPassport Study Abroad Directories

Several BGSU courses, in either
language or culture. incorporate
a one-week trip to another
country as part of the curriculum.
These include courses in Latin
American culture with a trip to
Mexico and a new course by
Dr. Beatrice Guenther. romance
languages. planned for fall 2007
on Quebecois culture. The class
will examine the French and

English heritages of Quebec
and then visit Quebec City for
a week of experiential learning.
Though taught in English. a
requirement will be that students
be enrolled in a beginning or
intermediate French language
class to help prepare them for
their immersion experience.
A recent report of the Strategic
Task Force on Education Abroad,

convened by NAFSA: Association
of International Educators. has
argued that after the 9/11 terrorist
attacks we are in a ·sputnik
moment" in which •it is time to
launch a major national effort
to ensure that every U.S. college
student graduates with both an
understanding of at least one
foreign area and facility in at least
one foreign language.·
If a semesterlong or yearlong
experience seems too daunting.
BGSU faculty believe that a
shorter. well-planned program
can help students to achieve
those goals.

Student portfolios looking good on paper-even better in pixels
tudent use of electronic
portfolios is growing
at BGSU, which has
taken a leadership
role nationally in
its adoption of the
technology.
The University was among the
first 10 member institutions of
the National Electronic Portfolio
Leaming Coalition. In addition,
a director of the National
Association of Student Personnel
Administrators (NASPA) puts
Bowling Green in the top 5
percent of colleges and universities working with e-portfolios.
BGSU is unique due to ·more
of an institutional commitment
(to the technology) involving
both academic affairs and
student affairs,· says Kevin
Kruger, NASPA's associate execu-

tive director. About 50 institutions
represented in a program at the
association's national conference
last year were at different
points in their development of
e-portfolios, but ·very few• were
as advanced as BGSU, he adds.
The Ohio Board of Regents is
likely to see e-portfolios at
Bowling Green when the
University hosts the regents' April
20 meeting, according to Dr.
Milton Hakel, an Ohio Eminent
Scholar in psychology who is
spearheading the e-portfolio
program on campus.
Demonstrating work that
a student has done in digital
format-including video clipse-portfolios could be helpful
in determining equiva!encies
between courses at different
institutions. Hakel notes, •That
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would be
helpful for
transfl!r
students.
andin
keeping
with a state
mandate to
simplify the
process for
Dr. Milton Hakel
them.·
Hakel also chairs BGSU's
Student Achievement Assessment
Committee, which adopted the
Epsilen software for creation of
e-portfolios three years ago. The
technology was tested on a pilot
basis through last summer before
going into •full production· for
fall semester. Since then. the
number of e-portfolio accounts
has jumped from feY.-er than
1,000 to more than 7,200.
about half of them for this
year's freshmen. Most of the
e-portfolios, Hakel says, have been
created in classroom settings,
including many by students in the
colleges of Education and Human
Development, Technology and
Musical Arts.
Music students have actually
been using electronic versions
of portfolios for several years,
he points out, citing video of a
student giving music lessons as an
example that shows the integration and application of knowledge. Achievement tests don't do
that, he adds, maintaining that
while he understands the idea of
trying to raise the performance

level of all students. real learning
shows in being able to do
something with one's knowledge,
·so this is a place where I think
technology can really help create
a better alternative to plain old
achievement testing.·
Brian Maxwell, a senior
performance and piano pedagogy
major from Zanesville now doing
his student teaching. has used
e-portfolio throughout his BGSU
career. ·Tue e-portfolio allOINS
me to demonstrate that I am
competent as a writer, arranger,
composer and performer,· he
says. ·it shows that I am able to
work with a variety of technological media, including digital
photography, audio and video.
·While I have not yet used my
e-portfolio in my search for a job,
I have used it to secure placement
in an Orff-Schulwerke teacher
training course at the Eastman
School of Music. By emailing the
director of the course and leading
her through my e-portfolio, I was
able to demonstrate that I have
had significant teaching experience and met the requirements
for the course.·
Thinking back to the point
in email's development
·when we didn't know we
couldn't live without it,·
Hakel believes that e-portfolio
technology is on the same track.
He predicts, "Within five to 1o
years, it will be indispensable in
higher education.·
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some. it is the only experience
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others it is the first of many.
And for still others. it is used to
balance out a longer study-abroad
experience by taking them to
a different part of the world,
however briefly."
·Generally, about half of
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abroad do so on programs shorter
than an academic semester,·
said Denise Valentine. adviser
liaison for llEPassport Study
Abroad Directories.
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arts and sciences. for example.
must take two years of a foreign
language.· Foell pointed out.
·In a three-week program they
can get credit for 101, and if
they take classes all day, they
can satisfy both the 101 and 102
requirements. Plus they will learn
so much more by being immersed
in the culture-it's really superior
in every way.·
Students often use the shortterm programs to complete their
minor requirements. according to
Nicole Myers, interim director of
study abroad in Continuing and
Extended Education. ·They can
get a full semester's credit in a
shorter time.· she said.
Not everyone is convinced of
the value of the brief experiences.

however. ·A common objection
is that the shorter stays are more
superficial. but I feel they are
certainly better than no studyabroad experience. and they can
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decide whether they would like to
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a number of cases. said Cindy
Whipple. director of romance
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example. two of our students
who participated in our alternative
spring break in Xalapa. Mexico. in
2005 then went on to Spain for
eight-week sessions," she noted.
"It's a hot topic in higher
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·There's a debate about whether
students get a deep enough
understanding of another country
in short stays. Academics and
professionals generally agree that
the longer you stay, the more you
learn and. more importantly. the
more you're transformed. But
there are so many more opportunities for short-term study abroad.
and universities are using these to
diversify their options.
"The short-term programs have
attracted the most students.· she
said, adding that many universities
now offer three-week programs
over winter break.
A number of ·real-life" factors
contribute to the decision to
choose short stays, she explained.
including financial considerations
or commitments to sports teams.
Also. many academic programs.
such as nursing. have fairly rigid
schedules. in which certain classes
must be taken at certain times.
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a one-week trip to another
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American culture with a trip to
Mexico and a new course by
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on Quebecois culture. The class
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he points out, citing video of a
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example that shows the integration and application of knowledge. Achievement tests don't do
that, he adds, maintaining that
while he understands the idea of
trying to raise the performance

level of all students. real learning
shows in being able to do
something with one's knowledge,
·so this is a place where I think
technology can really help create
a better alternative to plain old
achievement testing.·
Brian Maxwell, a senior
performance and piano pedagogy
major from Zanesville now doing
his student teaching. has used
e-portfolio throughout his BGSU
career. ·Tue e-portfolio allOINS
me to demonstrate that I am
competent as a writer, arranger,
composer and performer,· he
says. ·it shows that I am able to
work with a variety of technological media, including digital
photography, audio and video.
·While I have not yet used my
e-portfolio in my search for a job,
I have used it to secure placement
in an Orff-Schulwerke teacher
training course at the Eastman
School of Music. By emailing the
director of the course and leading
her through my e-portfolio, I was
able to demonstrate that I have
had significant teaching experience and met the requirements
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Thinking back to the point
in email's development
·when we didn't know we
couldn't live without it,·
Hakel believes that e-portfolio
technology is on the same track.
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Linda Dobb named 2006
Bowling Green Citizen of the Year
he plays numerous roles
on campus-overseeing
the University Libraries,
Continuing and Extended
Education. Human Resources,
Information Technology Services,
the Office of Equity and Diversity.
WBGU-PBS and Northwest Ohio
Educational Technology (NWOET}in addition to serving as secretary
to the BGSU Board of trustees. But
Executive Vice President Linda S. Dobb
is equally active in the community.
Her adopted city of Bowling Green
Linda s. Dobb
thanked and rewarded her for her
involvement by naming her the female Citizen of the Year at a
Jan. 30 ceremony.
"She is a person who is a quiet contributor, yet her commitment
to this community has made its mark through education and
nonprofit organizations," said Elaine Skoog, executive director of
the Bowling Green Chamber of Commerce.
Dobb's community service touches people of all ages, from
elementary schoolchildren to senior citizens. She referees sixthgrade basketball, assists Bowling Green High School students in a
program to prepare them for the job world, and helps coordinate
the Bowling Green Senior Center's Great Decisions program.
"She is an avid sports fan and it is not unusual to see her
cheering on the home team whether it's football, basketball or
volleyball." Skoog said.
Dobb calls on her theatre background in working with the
Horizon Youth Theatre. "You might not know that she is a classic
movie buff," Skoog said. "I have it on great authority that you
can ask her any small detail about an old movie and she'll have
the answer."
In accepting the award, Dobb who moved to Bowling Green
from San Francisco 10 years ago, told the audience. "You're
an amazing cast of characters and I'm so happy to be a
supporting player."
Her other community activities indude volunteering at WBGUPBS and helping get the Cocoon Shelter for battered women
opened. She is a member of the American Association of University
Women and the Bowling Green Noon Kiwanis Club as well as the
Wood County Hospital Foundation Committee.
Before being named to her current position at BGSU, Dobb
served from June 1999-May 2000 as interim provost and from July
1995-May 1999 as dean of the University Libraries.
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n the next
warm. sunny
day(when
it comes).
students at
BGSU Firelands
will be able to sit outside in
the center courtyar~r
anywhere else on campus-and
work on their laptop computers.
As of Feb. 1, Firelands went
completely wireless.
In a joint effort between
Firelands and main campus'
Information Technology Services
(ITS). what had been a three-year
plan to expand wireless capability campuswide turned into a
one-year project. said Julie Rogers,
Firelands director of technology
support services.
"ITS provided the hardware
and we provided the contractor
installation,· she said.
Previously, the Cedar Point
Center had been the only
completely wireless building. "We
had 'strategic hot spots' where
wireless service was available.
but now students and faculty can
jump on to the Internet anywhere
on campus,· Rogers said. ·More

Got Game
continued from front page

played games had a very different
way of thinking and of viewing
the world and themselves.
Two important aspects of
gaming are strategy guides and
level bosses, he said. Strategy
guides are the books that can be
purchased for each game. giving
tips and information on how to

of our students are using laptop
computers and PDAs. Now,
because of the new wireless
connections. they can log on to
MyBGSU anywhere."
Dean James Smith said the
students are already making use
of the wireless capability. "You
see them everywhere with their
laptops, checking their email and
working with Blackboard," he
said.
"This is just another example
of how we are trying to move to
the leading edge of technology
in meeting students' needs."
he said. "And I really hope the
community will also use this as a
resource when they come here
for meetings and conferences.
We want to be not just a
community college but a college
of the community."
The next big goal, Smith added,
is to expand the wireless capability
out from the buildings to the
James M. McBride Arboretum,
where the new Deering Terrace
extends over the lake. ·1rs beautiful there, and I know students and
faculty would enjoy sitting there
to do their work.·

succeed. "To gamers, strategy
guides are good,· he said. Level
bosses, on the other hand, are
obstacles that prevent the player
from moving ahead. Tellingly,
gamers in the work world report
seeing supervisors as level bosses,
Beck said.
·Educators also tend to set
themselves up as level bosses,· he
said. ·1 would advise you to be a
'strategy guide' instead.·

